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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, MT 

SUB J : CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES 
REF: VALLETTA 128 

1. PM MINTOFF'S DESIRE TO AMEND CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF 
MALTA'S CONSTITUTION ILLEGALLY IF NECESSARY, RECEIVED RENEWED 
PUBLIC ATTENTION OVER LAST WEEKEND DURING MLP SPONSORED 
SIMINAR ENTITLED "TOWARDS A BETTER CONSTITUTION". 

2. SPEAKING AT THE SEMINAR , LABOR MINISTER CASSAR CLAIMED 
THAT THE BRITISH HAS FORCED THE THEN NATIONALIST 
GOVERNMENT TO ACCEPT A CONSTITUTION PLANNED BY HMG AND 
MAINTEAINED THAT GOM HAD EVERY RIGHT TO CHANGE IT. AT THE 
SAME SIMINAR, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY WINSTIN ABELA MADE 
THE SAME POINT. ADDING THAT GOM INTENDED TO REDUCE THE 
VOTING AGE FROM 21 TO 18 BEFORE THE NEXT ELECTIONS 
"IRRESPECTIVE OF CIRCUMSTANCES AND WHAT THE NATIONALISTS 
MIGHT SAY". GOM, HE SAID, ALSO WANTS TO CHANGE THE 
PRESENT PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION SYSTEM WHICH IS TOO 
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COMPLICATED. AND IT IS STIDYING SYSTEMS USED IN 
OTHER COUNTRIES. 
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3. COMMENT: THESE STATEMENTS SERVE FURTHER TO COMMIT 
THE LABOR GOVERNMENT TO MAKE CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES 
EVEN WITHOUT THE REQUIRED TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY FOR 
CERTAIN SECTIONS. ALTHOUGH SOME NATIONALIST MP'S TELL 
US THAT THEY AGREE IN PRINCIPLE WITH CERTAIN OF THESE 
CHANGES (VOTE AT 18 WAS CONTAINED IN NATIONALIST 1971 
ELECTION PLATFORM.), THERE HAS BEEN NO SPECIFIC INDICATION 
THAT NP WILL CHANGE TO COOPERATE WITH LABOR. SHADOW 
FINMIN FELICE HAS EXPRESSED TO US THE VIEW THAT GOM SHORTLY 
WILL MAKE SERIOUS MOVE TO CHANGE CONSTITUTION "IN 
ORDER TO DIVERT PUBLIC ATTENTION FROM THE ENERGY CRISIS." 

IT WILL BE RECALLED THAT IN MID- JANUARY PM MINTOFF 
THREATENEDTO MOVE AHEAD IN "TWO OR THREE MONTHS TIME". 
HOWEVER, THE BUDGET DEBATE AND OTHER BUSINESS MAY TAKE 
UP ALL OF PARLIAMENT'S TIME UNTIL APRIL 1 1, WHEN IT IS 
EXPECTED TO RISE FOR EASTER RECESS OF ABOUT FIVE WEEKS. GETZ 
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